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The SCA has been working hard behind the 
scenes, monitoring key issues and driving 
important campaigns and activities, including 
submissions to the Bass Coast Distinctive Areas 
and Landscapes Plan advocating for an allocation 
of funds in the 2023/24 Council Budget for an 
investigative report into erosion at the 
Silverleaves foreshore and ongoing work to 
restore the Silverleaves Reserve.   

The SCA is a small group of dedicated 
volunteers, and we welcome newcomers and 
residents alike.  Come along to our planned 
working bees during the year, meet other 
Silverleaves people and let us know your 
concerns - the more voices the stronger we are. 
 
We are looking for assistance with maintaining 

and updating our website and membership 

database. If you have any of these skills, we 

would love to hear from you. Please contact the 

SCA if you can help.  
silverleavesconservation@outlook.com 
 

 
SCA COMMITTEE MEETING AGM   
 
AGM Sunday 12 March 11.00am-12.00pm, 
Silverleaves Reserve 
 
Please come to the meeting and hear more about 
SCA plans, propose ideas, and meet other 
residents of Silverleaves. We are keen to hear 
from you about any issues or concerns regarding 
the Silverleaves environment and we look forward 
to seeing you then. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WORKING BEE 2023  
 
Saturday 11 March at 11.00am- 12.00pm  
Weeding and tidy up of Silverleaves Reserve.  
BYO garden gloves and appropriate footwear. 
Tea and cake will be provided afterwards.  
 

 
SCA MEMBERSHIP  

 
Payment of SCA membership fees is still 
unavailable through the SCA website. We will 

send out a reminder when it is up and running. 

If you have any queries about the SCA please 

contact the SCA secretary 
silverleavesconservation@outlook.com 
 
SUMMER AT SILVERLEAVES  
 
Have you noticed the dragon flies this summer? 
The very wet conditions last year created ideal 
conditions for dragonflies to breed as they rely on 
water for reproduction. And the best thing 
dragonflies do is eat mosquitoes! Although it was 
predicted to be a booming mosquito season it 
appears the dragonflies have been doing their 
job! 

          
Image source https://www.abc.net.au/news/2023-01-10/victoria-
dragonflies-breeding-in-wet-weather.  

 
THE WEATHER  
 
Phillip Island started the year with little rainfall and 
the Rhyll weather station recorded the January 
average was 40mm. This is after a very wet 2022 
with a total rainfall of 873.8mm at Rhyll. The wet 
conditions were largely due to the La niña 
weather pattern, which is gradually weakening 
now, and will probably result in a decreased 
chance of above average rainfall in 2023.  
 
SILVERLEAVES IN AUTUMN    
 
It is a busy time at Silverleaves over autumn, the 
Banksias are coming into flower and many birds 
such as the noisy Wattle birds and Rainbow 
Lorikeets are attracted to the nectar, as well as 
bats and possums and insects.  The coming 
months are ideal to start planting in your garden. 
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FORESHORE EROSION  
 
The SCA and some concerned Silverleaves 
residents contacted Council to request an 
allocation of funds in the 2023/24 Council Budget 
to deliver an investigative report into erosion at 
the Silverleaves foreshore. The following 
response from Simon Woodland, the Manager 
Sustainable Environment BSC was received. 
 
“Over the last few years Council has undertaken 
significant works in the Cowes East foreshore 
area to mitigate the risk of erosion and 
inundation.  This includes the construction of a 
300 metre boulder seawall and eight timber 
groynes, sand renourishment works and 
revegetation using indigenous plant species. 
  
Council has also been involved in several 
initiatives to monitor changes in the coastline 
between Cowes and Silverleaves.  These include: 
The Victorian Coastal Monitoring Program has 
been operating at the Cowes East and 
Silverleaves foreshore since 2018.  This citizen 
science project is led by Deakin University and 
the University of Melbourne on behalf of the 
Department of Environment, Land, Water and 
Planning (DELWP).  Under the program, a group 
of volunteers have used aerial drones to capture 
imagery that is used to monitor changes in the 
volume, topography and extent of beach sands 
and foreshore morphology.  
 
Bass Coast Shire Council has an extensive 
collection of aerial and on-ground photography 
which is used to monitor shoreline change along 
the foreshore. Council has commissioned several 
investigations including: 
BMT (2020) Cowes East Foreshore Erosion 
Protection, Rose Avenue to Coghlan Road – 
Functional Design Report 
Water Technology (2018) Cowes East Foreshore: 
Erosion Management Options 
Water Technology (2011) Cowes East Foreshore: 
Erosion Management Options 
  
These monitoring programs and reports have 
informed Council's recent approach to erosion 
and inundation mitigation at both Cowes East and 
Silverleaves, in partnership with the Department 
of Environment Land Water and Planning. 
Current monitoring also includes assessing the 
degree of any beach and shoreline change that 
may be influenced by the recent erosion 
mitigation works at Cowes East. 
  
Council understands that a coastal processes 
study focussing specifically on Silverleaves would 
be useful to inform the future foreshore 
management practices in order to adapt to the 

risk of coastal erosion and inundation.  However, 
given the very recent addition of the new coastal 
protection structures and sand renourishment 
works, an interim period of specific monitoring for 
any changes in sand movement is preferred 
before any such study is undertaken.  This will 
establish a data set reflective of any ‘new’ 
dynamics post installation of the nearby groynes, 
revetment and sand renourishment. In the 
meantime, please be assured that officers are 
actively monitoring the area and Council has the 
budget and resources available to renourish the 
Silverleaves beaches should a significant erosion 
event occur in the short-term. 
  
The Silverleaves foreshore features a healthy 
stand of indigenous vegetation of a minimum 
width of 45 meters. This acts as a natural buffer to 
protect private properties from erosion and 
inundation.  As you’re no doubt aware, this area 
is subject to natural cycles of erosion and 
deposition which officers continue to monitor.  
  
Council oversees several programs to support the 
conservation of this remnant vegetation and the 
fauna that its supports, including indigenous 
revegetation, environmental weed control, and 
protection of native fauna such as the vulnerable 
Hooded Plover. Council also intervenes as 
required to restore or reintroduce indigenous 
vegetation at the Silverleaves foreshore in 
response to any illegal removal or interference 
with the public reserve. If you have any further 
queries, please feel free to contact Derek Hibbert, 
Coordinator Coast and Bushland on 1300 226 
278 or 5671 2211.” 

    
Image source Myra Holmes  

 
DISTINCTIVE AREA LANDSCAPE PROJECT   
 
The SCA submitted a detailed report to the 
Distinctive Areas and Landscapes Program (DAL) 
which has significant implications for Silverleaves 
and Rhyll Inlet planning controls. In summary, the 
submission supported the proposed boundaries 
at the southern and eastern edge of Silverleaves 
as critical to protect the Rhyll Inlet and addressed 
the key objectives of the DAL such as Climate 
change mitigation and adaptation, Environment 
and biodiversity, Landscape, Strategic 
infrastructure, Settlements, Building height 
restrictions, Town character and Landscape. The 
SCA will also make a verbal presentation at the 
hearing in April 2023.  
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URBAN FOREST STRATEGY 
 
The Bass Coast Shire are currently developing an 
Urban Forest Strategy which the SCA supports.  
It sets out a plan to protect and grow the area’s 
urban forest with a target of a 40% canopy 
coverage by 2040. Urban forests are made up of 
all trees and vegetation in an urban area, 
including street trees, nature strips, parks, open 
space as well as backyards, industrial areas and 
conservation sites. 
 
Under the strategy, the council has committed to 
planting 1500 trees annually with species that 
adapt well to the area’s changing climate, 
particularly native vegetation. In addition, the 
council plans to compile a detailed tree inventory, 
including a Significant Tree Register and will 
continue to support tree protection mechanisms 
and develop a Street and Park Tree Protection 
and Removal Policy with clear protocols for tree 
protection. 
 
Our urban forest plays a critical role in capturing 
carbon, providing habitat for our birds and wildlife, 
and bringing health and wellbeing benefits to us 
by cooling our urban environment and providing a 
connection with nature. 

 
HOME INSURANCE AND CLIMATE CHANGE  
 
Another reason to protect our foreshore at 
Silverleaves beach for the future is because 
insurance companies are becoming careful about 
insuring homes close to the water and at fire risk. 
You may have noticed a steep increase to your 
home insurance in Silverleaves recently.  
 
Climate change and rising sea levels are 
exacerbating coastal hazards known as “Actions 
of the Sea”, such as coastal inundation, erosion, 
and recession, leaving properties and critical 
infrastructure increasingly vulnerable. Insurance 
cover for Actions of the Sea is generally not 
available because of the current risks and will be 
further constrained because of the growing risk 
from climate change impacts. 
 
Last year the Victorian government amended all 
planning schemes to require planning for sea 
level rise of not less than 0.8 metres by 2100, an 
increase on the previous 0.2 metres by 2040. 
Following the stricter threshold on predicted sea 
level rise inundation, many property owners may 
not be able to develop their land in the future, 
warn planners. Bass Coast Shire planning 
manager Donna Taylor said the result of the new 
threshold saw four applications refused in six 
months in Bass Coast.  
Source PISRA 18.01.2023 
 

FAIRY TERNS AT OBSERVATION POINT 
 

 
Image source A lifeline for Fairy Terns | Port Phillip & Western Port 
Regional Catchment Strategy (rcs.vic.gov.au) 

 
Phillip Island Nature Parks (PINP) will soon begin 
a $200,000 conservation project to support the 
recovery of the Critically Endangered Fairy Tern. 
PINP will partner with the Bunurong Land Council 
Aboriginal Corporation to improve and expand 
suitable breeding habitats for Fairy Terns. They 
will install a series of cameras to monitor the 
species allowing for a better respond to feral cats 
and other threats such as storm surges.  
 
Since 2016, the only successful breeding in the 
Western Port and Port Phillip area was at 
Observation Point in 2019/20 when 31 Fairy Tern 
pairs fledged 49 chicks. Since then, there has 
been no successful breeding of Fairy Terns due 
to several factors including pest animals, weed 
infestation and human disturbance. The project 
will aim to secure a safe breeding site at 
Observation Point. The Bunurong Land Council 
Aboriginal Corporation will work with PINP and 
BirdLife Australia to undertake weed removal, 
revegetation and participate in Fairy Tern 
monitoring.  
 

HOODED PLOVERS    
 
Nineteen pairs of Hooded plovers bred in the 
2021/2022 breeding season on Phillip Island with 
29 nests which contained 70 eggs and produced 
25 chicks. Fourteen chicks survived to fledge 
successfully, and unfortunately, the two nests at 
Silverleaves failed.  

 
SILVERLEAVES BOUNDARIES  
 
A SCA member recently inquired about the 
boundaries of the Silverleaves area.  
Silverleaves area is bordered by: 

• Coghlan Rd (in the west) 

• Settlement Rd (to the south) 

• Bordered by the bay and Rhyll Inlet  
 
COASTAL MANAGEMENT   
 
Bass Coast Shire manage the coastline up to the 
east end of Silverleaves Avenue and Phillip Island 
Nature Park manage from there including 
Observation Point and Rhyll Inlet.                 Page 3.  
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YOUR NATIVE GARDEN AT SILVERLEAVES  
 
Many Silverleaves residents are choosing to plant 
their gardens with native plants and grasses 
which grow well in coastal areas, require less 
water, are easier to maintain and add to the 
natural neighbourhood character. With wildlife 
habitat disappearing at an alarming rate, you can 
help provide the natural environment wildlife 
needs to thrive. 
 
Barb Martin Bush bank supplies an array of native 
plants, many of which have been locally sourced 
and grown. You can download from their website 
planting guide tips for planting your native garden, 
the nursery plant and price list. 
 
Barb Martin Bushbank Address:  
1810 Phillip Island Road, Phillip Island 
Opening Hours: 9am-3pm Wednesday, Thursday 
and Saturday.  
 

CUSHION BUSH  
 

                      
Image source Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority - Leucophyta brownii 
(bgpa.wa.gov.au) 

 
The Cushion Bush Leucophyta brownii is a lovely 
small shrub that grows up to 1 metre in height. 
The plant is silver with scale-like leaves and has 
yellow button-like flower heads from spring to 
summer. It grows most successfully in full sun but 
may tolerate partial shade. Well-drained sandy 
soil is ideal, but it can also grow in finer soil. It 
grows poorly in high humidity however and will 
die easily if waterlogged. 
 

 
 
RABBITS  
 
Rabbits have a drastic impact on the 
environment. Bass Coast Landcare Network’s 
Rabbit program has an interactive website 
via  https://www.feralscan.org.au  which you can 
download for free from the AppStore or Google 
Playstore. Instructions are available within the 
App. The program is keen to collect data and 
encourage you to identify local rabbit populations 
and warrens around Silverleaves through the 
App. The more information they have, the better 
they can respond.  
 
 
 

EASTERN BARRED BANDICOOTS 
 

            
Image source  
Eastern Barred Bandicoot - Melbourne Museum 
(museumsvictoria.com.au) 

 
Have you seen an Eastern barred bandicoot on 
Phillip Island? If so, Phillip Island Nature Parks 
would love to hear about it! You can log a sighting 
on their webpage. The release of 20 Eastern 
barred bandicoots on Churchill Island, and 44 
individuals onto the Summerland Peninsula, has 
been a great success, and we are looking forward 
to seeing them at Silverleaves sometime soon. 
Eastern barred bandicoots are difficult to spot, 
they forage in open grasslands at night and rest 
in a shallow nest during the day. Often the only 
sign of their presence is their small foraging digs. 
If you find a dead bandicoot, please collect it and 
contact PINP as they are closely monitoring the 
bandicoots movements across the Island.  
PINP- 5951 2800 or info@penguins.org.au   
 

PORT PHILLIP CONE SHELL 

               
Image source: Port Phillip Bay Taxonomy Toolkit 
(portphillipmarinelife.net.au) 

 
A woman who was walking in the shallows at 
Silverleaves at the end of last year, stood on a 
live cone shell. It was immediately very painful, 
with numbness, and nausea. She went to the 
Phillip Island Health Hub where the Doctor told 
her there was no specific treatment or anti-
venom, other than Panadol and antihistamine.  
After some time, the numbness dissipated but the 
nausea and exhaustion continued for some days.  
 
A sting from a cone shell is very rare but be 
vigilant. The shell is up to 5 cm long. has an 
elongated conical shape with a short, pointed end 
(spire) with orange and dark brown markings. The 
opening extends along the side of the shell.   
 
Source PISRA 23.03.2023   
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